
The Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca has been
studied extensively in Ayrshire as part of a
long-term study in central Scotland since 1983
(Byars 2010). During that time productivity
from all breeding territories has been
documented. I located and mapped a territory
at Bracken Bay, South Ayrshire (NS278178) on
17 May 2013. I returned to check this territory
for breeding success on 13 June 2013 at 10:18
BST and soon heard the distinctive contact tuc
call given by adults when approaching their
young with food. Crawling into dense 2 m high
Gorse Ulex europaeus. I located six recently

fledged young, all perched motionless on a
branch, close together in a row. As both adults
approached the fledglings, one gave a Blue Tit
Parus caeruleus like scolding chirrrritt call and
became visibly agitated on seeing me. The
fledglings responded with plaintive neigh food
begging calls and one adult then gave a shrill
schreeee note, which seemed to encourage the
fledglings into frantic activity. They started to
scramble off the branch and fluttered quickly
after the adults, deeper into the dense
vegetation and were soon lost to view. 

According to the BTO Nest Records Scheme, there
have been 583 Lesser Whitethroat nest records
from 1950 to 1999 and broods of five accounts
for 40% of those records. There have been only
ten reports of broods of six during that same
period, and those all came from the south of
England. The average brood size in Ayrshire is
2.95 (n=40). This brood of six in Ayrshire was the
first in this long-term study and appears to be the
first recorded account in Scotland.

My thanks go to Dr Dave Leach for providing
the BTO Nest Records Scheme data on Lesser
Whitethroats.
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A Lesser Whitethroat brood of six young

Plate 13. Recently fledged Lesser Whitethroat at Ardeer,
Ayrshire, June 2010. © Tom Byars

 

 

 




